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1.

current information on *he diviaicn of VEF efford and division of employees on
telephone equipment producticn vs radio recelvers and other production is
very Aifficult to obtain

léo

In 1944, VEF specialized in building radio receivers, telephone equipzent,
electric current meters, and %Yhe "Minox" camera., Emplcyee training emphasized
electrical equipment. Although the Germans had evacuated many of the machine
tools, suitable machinery waz s%1ll evaileble. The building and intexriors were
so designed that 1% wouid be very difficult to start any other type of production.
Of course it is possible thai the gquantity of cne article could be increased
while another decreased.

In the years 1935-1939 there were usualiy about 150 employees in the telephone
equipment depariment and subordinated workshops. The radio department and its
workshop kad asbout 500, Beth departments obtained purte, ready for assembly,
fros the general mschanizal shops cn the premises. (Certain other paris wverc
imported. VEF produced the "10 in 1" switchboard at the rate of 30 to 40 per
year (1935-1939). Production of telephone hand sets was approximately L,000

per year (1935-1939).

Telephone work at the VEF was performed by order of rost ar” ielegraph Department
of the Ministry of Transportation. Any necessary $mwtructivns of improvement;
development, and designing were included in the ordexs to VEF. The actual
development and designing was performed at VEF but the original ideas usually
came from Germany and England. For example, VEF received samples from these
countries, copied and changed what was patented, and then made the suitable
designing changee for local conditicns.
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5e VEF was the largest electronics factory in Riga. It was also the largest
factory in Rige and the largest of its kind in the Balken States. It
was the only factory that produced telephone equipment in Iatvia. There
were two other radio factories in Rigs but they were ruch smaller than VEF.
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